
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Flowers Keep Dancing  

As if two awards for the Community Artwork (better known as 
the Doe Lea Dancing Flowers) isnôt enough, the sculpture is up 
for another! In 2019 the Flowers won one of the main RIBA East 
Midlands Awards and a Best Small Project Award against       
competition from big, expensive building projects across the 

Midlands. Now itôs been selected for 
entry to the RIBA National Awards 
for 2020. Well done the artists    
Tonkin Liu, the community panel 
that supervised the project and 
Bramley Vale School pupils who 
drew the flower designs. Weôre   
keeping everything crossed! 
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As we said in the last newsletter, the parish is developing a                
Neighbourhood Plan for Ault Hucknall. Once approved this becomes 
part of the   district wide Local Plan and has legal force. Developing the 
plan and   getting it right means lots of local input to make sure itôs what 
the community wants. COVID -19 has delayed this more than a bit, but 
the council is still looking to get it done as soon as possible because the 
HS2 news makes it even more important. Why? Well, a significant 
amount of land and property has already been bought up and earmarked 
for HS2. If the eastern leg doesnôt happen, a lot of that might be sold off 
quickly (and cheaply) to recoup costs. This might mean lots of our open         
countryside being bought up byé well, who knows? 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan can help protect us. As a result, weôre              
developing our Plan in conjunction with one being done by Heath & 
Holmewood     Parish Council, who would have similar problems with 
adjoining land and property in their parish in the event of cancellation. 
Watch out for a parish wide call out for ideas and suggestions, whether 
itôs the environment, housing, recreation or whatever you feel might 
need to be in the plan and put your ideas forward. Whatôs more if you 
think youôd like to be involved in developing the plan as a community 
volunteer, just get in touch with the Parish Clerk and weôll get you on 
board. 

 

To register your interest just give us a call on 07587 107122 or drop an email 

to theclerk@aulthucknallparishcouncil.gov.uk 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN                                          



Immense thanks to Willy Lane for capturing some beautiful 
shots around the parishðwe think that you will agree that we are 
lucky to be surrounded by some beautiful countryside. 

PICTURE YOUR PARISH 



 

Season's greetings to you and all 
your family.  

My name is Rob Rumsby,                   
pictured  here with my son, whose 
n a m e  i s  T o m  ïa f t e r 
his great grandfather.  My wife is       
behind the camera and refused to be 
photographed with me whilst I 
have my moustache.   

The moustache was grown to raise 
money for a homeless charity 
in  Mansfied Woodhouse, which is 
where I currently work.  I hope I 
have not offended those in the Ault       
Hucknall community who elect to 
sport a moustache ï I have become 
quite óattachedô to my new facial hair 

but it will be gone by 2021.  

 And, it is with great pleasure I will be taking up the post  of Headteacher 
at   Bramley Vale in January 2021. I have been popping in to Bramley  
Vale most weeks since October and have met the hard working 
and friendly children,  as well as the wonderful staff team.   

I cannot wait to get started and although we might have to wait a while 
before we can meet in person; I look forward to inviting parents and   
family members into school for fun events  in the future.    

Together we can make Bramley Vale School a place where children laugh, 
learn and grow to become confident young people. My aim, along with 
the governors and staff, is to make the school a place in the Ault        
Hucknall  community  which you can all be proud of.  

Finally, I would like to thank Ian Robson, the interim Headteacher, for 
all his hard work and support.   

Best wishes for Christmas and a Happy New Year!  Sincerest regards  

Rob Rumsby  

 

 

WELCOME 



Celebrate Christmas with Ault Hucknall Church  

We invite you to join in our online zoom services.  To receive the joining        infor-

mation please email Rev. Judy Henderson Smith at revjudyhs@gmail.com. 

Christingle        Sun 6
th

 Dec 3.00pm  

(collect an orange, a red ribbon, a candle, 4 cocktail sticks and dried fruit/sweets 

and be ready to make your Christingle all together online)  

 

Informal Christmas fun     Sat 12
th

 Dec 7.00pm  

(quiz, carols, bring your own drinks, mince pies and Santa hats) 

 

9 lessons and Carols     Sun 20
th

 Dec at 6.30pm  

 

Crib service       Thurs 24
th

 Dec 3.00pm  

(come dressed as a nativity character if you like, especially children) 

 

Midnight Communion in Church if possible  Thurs 24
th

 Dec 11.30pm  

(Numbers will be limited to 30 and no carols will be sung as per Government 

guidelines) 

 

Every day in Advent the knitted Christmas figures will be on the church face-

book page, travelling around various places!  

 

Follow us on facebook @stjohnthebaptistaulthucknall  

mailto:revjudyhs@gmail.com


  

 

As hard as we try we canôt make bus shelters 
very   exciting ! but we just wanted to let you 
know  that the Parish Council have            
commissioned a company to ensure that  all 
the Parish shelters are cleaned monthly and 
sanitised, for your comfort and safety. We 
were particularly keen to get the programme 
moving because of the pressing need to  keep 
surfaces as clean as possible. 

 

 

The Western leg of HS2 to            
Manchester is still going ahead but 
the proposed eastern leg from        
Birmingham to Leeds has been 
paused. The government has               
commissioned an Integrated Rail 

Plan for the North and Midlands and until thatôs published, HS2 
through Hardwick and Junction 29 is on hold. This is good news for the 
parish. It means that the plan to run all the Hardwick Hall  and      
Hardwick Inn traffic through Doe Lea, to dig up and rebuild Junction 
29 and to establish a large construction depot where the ambulance   
station is, wonôt happen for a while    longer. With luck, it may not   
happen at all. For now, all remains quiet. More fingers crossed! 

Rail Plans Running Late  

Gimme Shelter  

Dedicated to the Miners who Lost their Lives é.. 

You may remember that in a previous Newsletter 

we talked about the research we were doing to       

establish a memorial  at the site of the Bramley Vale 

Drift Mine and Glapwell Colliery.  

We are pleased to say that the research is now   

complete and the memorial has been created and 

installed next to the pit wheels at Bramley Vale. We 

are planning on holding a formal dedication          

ceremony once restrictions allow. 



Bloominô Marvellous 

Trying to keep things normal hasnôt been easy this year, but our Garden 
Competition  happened almost as usual. In fact, the lockdown meant 
some people have had more time to spend in their gardens, so our judge, 

Steve Jowett, ï carefully keeping his distance 
ï had a tough job picking the winners. First 
Prize went to Lorraine Fairfield with a fine 
display in her West Street garden and Samson       
Bailey, from East Street, came a close second. 
For the first time this year there was a prize 
for the best          
allotment and this 

went to Katie Read for her excellent crop of   
vegetables.  

Steve thanked the Parish Council for the    
opportunity to do the judging and said he    
really enjoyed the experienceðjust a shame 
about the   weather on the day. 

 

Our grateful thanks go to Steve for     
agreeing to be our expert judge. As Joint 
Streetscene & Waste Services Manager for 
Bolsover District, Steveôs also been         
responsible for the planting around our 
Doe Lea  Dancing Flowers. Wild flower 
gardens seem to be catching on and other 
parishes are planting them too. Itôs not 

gardening weather right now but you can always put your feet up and  
enjoy planning for next year!  

 

Many thanks also to our parish resident 
photographerðWilly Laneðwho visited 
the award winners (when the sun was 
shining!) and captured the beauty of 
their gardens 



2020 has proven a difficult year for many and for the    

Centre it was no different.  We started the year on a high 

with most of our groups being extremely well attended.  

We hosted a number of high profile, county wide training 

courses, such as; suicide awareness training delivered by 

Rural Action Derbyshire and budgeting workshops          

delivered by the        Release Financial Charity.  The Centre also hosted Bolsover 

Districtôs first Social Connectedness meeting, bringing together organisations from 

all over Bolsover District.  

 When the lockdown came into force at the end of March our plans for 2020 were     

understandably placed on hold, however we didnôt spend this idly.  We                  

immediately purchased online training packages for our staff to complete in their 

own time;  including level 2 food hygiene, health and safety and fire safety courses.  

We also created a double sided leaflet with key contacts and support information 

which was delivered to every household. 

Thanks to support from Feeding Derbyshire, the Centre is 

also able to keep its Feeding Children project operational 

during the school holidays; providing food parcels to 

those in need.  Along side this we are providing colouring 

sheets, books and other activity ideas to keep children  

entertained.  The project will next run on Wednesday 

23rd and Wednesday 30th December 

Unfortunately during the first lockdown our weekly Post Office had to close due to 

staff shortages however, it is now up and running every Friday between 11.30 am 

and 1.30 pm and will remain so as a valuable lifeline to many people. 

Finally the team have worked hard throughout both lockdowns; performing a deep 

clean and completing maintenance throughout the building, as well as making 

sure the Centre is Covid-Secure with sanitisers, signage and a one way system so 

that we are in a fit and safe state when we open the doors to welcome people back.

  

We hope to see you soon! 

Locked Down but Not Out!  



Community Art News  

Crochet Club  

During lockdown members of the Doe Lea Centre 

Crochet Club have been creating    cuddly toys, 

Christmas decorations and   poppies, many of 

which have, or will, form part of displays at the 

Centre and in the local community  

They have also made hats, clothes and NHS 

themed teddies for premature babies at            

Chesterfield Royals Neo-natal Unit  

Art from Nature  

Inspired by Andy Goldsworthy, Sue Bliss and Gwenda 

Culkin, supported by members of the Doe Lea Craft 

and Chat Group created an autumn installation on   

Willow Walk. Leaves were collected and used to create 

this stunning piece of art which eventually returned to       

nature 

"This was our first attempt at this sort of installation. 

Many lessons were learned and ideas recorded to         

remind us how to improve it next time. We hope to do 

other outdoor projects during lockdown, although we 

will be restricted to 2 people working on the project at 

any one time." - Gwenda Culkin 

Weigh to go Doe Lea Slimmers Lose an amazing 2138 lbs   !!!!  

A weight has been lifted for Doe Lea Slimmers as theyôre an incredible 153st lighter since 
lockdown start of April !!  

Cathy Ratcliffe local Slimming World Consultant at Doe Lea Centre on Monday night is 
always helping members to lose weight and improve their health  

ñI have  been supporting members virtually in online weekly groups since March, when the 
national lockdown first closed our community groups and then again in the recent       
Lockdown. This year has been far from easy for all of us, with some people struggling more 
than others, but for lots of my members all of the challenges and anxieties have actually 
made them more determined than ever to achieve their goals and improve their health. 
Theyôve proved anyone wanting to lose weight and feel healthier ï which research shows 
could protect against disease ï doesnôt have to give up on their dreams! I canôt wait to see 
how much we can all lose by the end of 2020!ò 

If interested in joining just pick up the phone and give me a call on  
07766650264. 


